
 

 
$ÏÎȭÔ &ÏÒÇÅÔ ɀ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΧΪth! 

Dear Parents,  

 Early Spring? Ground Hog Day is February 
2nd ΤΡΣΡȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÎÙÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÇÕÅÓÓȦ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÈÏÐÅ Æor an 
early Spring. Sunny days make for the best 
playground days. 
 

 February 14th ÉÓ 6ÁÌÅÎÔÉÎÅȭÓ $ÁÙȠ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ 
Starting Gate School we will celebrate on Friday, 
February 12th. Each class will celebrate in their 
own classroom as opposed to a school wide 
event. Valentine exchanges and finger foods are 
welcome and may be brought from home. Room 
Parents are always needed for these events. 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ 
information and planning. The parties will begin 
at lunch time and students may be excused early 
with parental permission. 
 

 2/15 Presidents Day ɀ Holiday in 
observance of Presidents Washington and 
Lincoln.  

 Fall registration is now open and being 
accepted for 2010. We are expecting the highest 
demand to be in grades K-3. Remember space is 
limited. 

 Report Cards for grades K-12 will issued on 
Friday, February 19, 2010 for the period 
November 16, 2009 to February 12, 2010. 
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[ACADEMICS] 

-ÒȢ (ÉÌÌȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ Á ÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
John F. Kennedy Public Library this month. 
This is a course requirement. Students will be 
escorted throughout JFK Library by a 
librarian official who will explain detailed 
procedures, departments, and resources 
available at the library. Students may apply 
for a library card after the tour has been 
presented. Watch for more detailed 
information to be sent home shortly. Parents 
are encouraged to attend this trip on 
Thursday, February 25, 2010.  

Future trips to look forward to this semester 
ÉÎ -ÒȢ (ÉÌÌȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÅÒËÅÌÅÙ 
Museum of Modern Art, Mount Diablo and 
the Lawrence Hall of Science. 

-ÒȢ (ÉÌÌȭÓ class will be participating in the 
Math-A-Thon this month Hosted by the St 
Jude Foundation, helping children in need 
everywhere. 

 ON THE HORIZON 

 A foreseeable waiting list:  For parents 
with siblings or friends considering 
enrolling their child in preschool, 
there is limited space available with 
4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙȢ 3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ 'ÁÔÅȭÓ 
Preschool and Pre-kindergarten 
division is expected to be at capacity 
by the middle of the month.   

 For parents already planning for 
summer, our last day of the semester 
will be June 11th 2010. The following 
Monday will begin our summer 
program. 

 



 

SUCCESS STORIES! 

 

3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ 'ÁÔÅȭÓ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ 
2ÕÂÉÏȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ×ÁÓ Á ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ 
and provided family fun for all who 
participated. We thank everyone in 
attendance.  

St. Jude Trike a Thon also proved to be a 
success last month. Graced with dry 
weather for the event preschoolers assisted 
by Parents, and Staff participated in 
bicycling safety precautions. Helmets and 
trikes were provided by family sponsors 
who assisted these eager bike riders along a 
specially designed race track on school 
grounds. The track included stop and go 
signs, a police department, neighborhoods, 
and intersections, courtesy of Teacher 
David. 

Pizza Day becomes a success: What started 
out as fun way to celebrate lunch has 
become a demand. Pizza is easy on parents, 
and fun for the student body. Students may 
now order pizza every Thursday by the slice, 
$2.50 each. 

 

 

 

LEND A HAND 

Old cassette players are needed for 1st and 2nd 
grade reading corner.  We have wonderful and 
fun reading material that provides a 
soundtrack for multiple stories. When 
students have accomplished their assignment, 
they are encouraged to attend the Reading 
Corner. Following audio instructions while 
using a headset, students are rewarded free 
time through an educational activity. If you 
have these items please contact the 1st grade 
teacher Mrs. Basoco (a.k.a. Teacher Julie) to 
lend, or donate. 

 AGENCIES TO CONTACT: BELOW ARE JUST 
SOME OF THE MANY AGENCIES RUSHING TO 
ASSIST IN HAITI. LOOK FOR MORE IN YOUR 
NEWSPAPER OR AT YOUR NEWSPAPER'S 
WEB SITE.  

American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross provides help to 
victims of disasters and helps people prevent, 
prepare for, and respond to emergencies. 
1-800-HELP-NOW 

UNICEF 
UNICEF is helping in Haiti by providing children 
with clean water, food and emergency 
security services. 
1-800-FOR-KIDS    

CARE 
CARE is providing emergency food, shelter 
and medical aid following the largest 
earthquake to strike Haiti in 200 years. 
1-800-521-2273 

Oxfam 
After a disaster like the Haiti earthquake, 
disease can spread quickly without proper 
sanitation and clean drinking water which 
Oxfam helps to provide. 
1-800-776-9326 

 

http://www.redcross.org/
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.care.org/
http://www.oxfam.org/


 

 

  

Honorary Eagles 
 

Our Honorary Eagles this month: 

Special thanks to Mia Black for numerous 
copies that our staff depends on. 

Special thanks to Denny Fisher-Sullivan, 
Director School Services, from On Our Own 
Inc. for the generous donation of additional 
chalkboards, along with many other 
teaching support items. 

Special mention goes to Yasmine for 
setting the bar high; our preschooler in 
4ÅÁÃÈÅÒ $ÏÒÏÔÈÙȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÉÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÅÄ ÂÏÔÔÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÃÁÎÓȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÔÏ Á ÊÏÂ ×Åll done! All students 
are encouraged to do their part for ecology 
and bring recyclable bottles and cans to 
school. 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

Here we are already into February of 2010; we 
would like to take a moment to thank you for 
choosing Starting Gate School for your ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
educational needs.  

Your support matters, and is very much 
appreciated. 

Our friends at The Friendship Missionary 
Baptist Church and The Christian Help Center 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carlos 
Scott Handleman Esq. 
Thorston L. Arteaga Esq. 
George A. Murphy Esq. 
David Knitter Esq. 
Mr. & Mrs. Monty Straub 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Haworth 
The Cruise Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Razura 
Mr. Ryan Paoli 
Ms. Anita Reniold Esq. 
Mr.&Mrs. Boongalang DDS/DDS 
 
Congratulations to Bill and Sondra and baby 
Williamson on the way. 

 


